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Tae New YORK City DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
JTOEL I. KLEIN, Chancelior

OFFICE OF NEW SCHOOLS
52 Chambers Street, Room 405, New York, NY 100607
Phone: 212-374-5419  Fax: 212-374-565381

hune 20, 2006

Vineent Preziogn
President, Northeast Bronx Association Ine

Dear Mr. Prezioso,

I am writing to confinm the Department of Education’s plans regarding the Sports Professions High
School, and the school yard at X144, the Michelangelo School.

As you know, the Department has worked hard to find the best possible place to house the Sports
Professions High School, given that the school is outgrowing 1ts current facility and its long-term
facility is still under construction. The Department announced 1t intention to build transportable
classroom units on the play yard at X144 in late April, afrer having initially targeted a different Play
yard., ‘With your mput, input from the Sports Professions PTA, and mput form other community
memnbers and leaders, we continued to investigated a number of other alternatives {o oty to find a way
#n house the school that would not reguire nse of the X144 play yard. Unfortunately, none of those
alternatives are feasible to house the school for this September, and the Department must proceed with
the development of the X144 site. As of last weel, the construction contract has been awarded, and
construction will cornmenee shorily.

The most promising alternative was the prospect of usmg the pauking Tot at the Antin Place DOE site,
given fhat jn May the Community Board 11 reversed its longstanding opposition to the use of that site
to house fransportable classrooms. Although Samt Bamabus Medical Center - wha has a lease for
parking on the school’s lot - was supportive and willing to use different parking if a reasonable
altemative was identified, the first outdoor lot required eviction of the existing parking tenants. This
would have been difficult apd slow, not to mention unpopular, making that option not possible. The
second parking lot you identified two weeks ago was more feasible as an alternate parking site (..
parking spaces were readily available): unfortunately, however, by that time, in early June, it was too
late for the Departinent to shift to a new site and complete the necessary work on the Antin place site
in time for the start of school in September. In the end, although zll parties demonstrated good faith
and flexibility m pursuing altematives to X144, the Department must proceed with the placement of
the transpotrtable classrooms at X144. -

The Department is committed to addressing the concerns you and ofhers have raised with the site, and
ensuring that the temporary placement of the scheol is as constructive as possible for both the school
and the local community. As such, the Department commits to the following aspects of its plan:

o The complex of ransporiable classrooms will include nine (9) gansportable units, each of
which contains two classrooms. The site will be entively contained to the play yard (ie. the
playground and playground equipment are not part of the site design), will be surrounded by a
fence, and will have a guard stand and guard at the entrance m order to monitor student
entrance and exit.

o Onee Sports Professions High School moves to its new lacility, which is expected to happen
for the fall of 2008, the complex will not be reused for another purpose. Instead, the
iransportable classroums will be removed, and the school vard will be restored to its curTent
condition within 3 months of move-out.

5 The maximum enrollment of Sports Professions while it is located at the X144 play yard will
be 350 students. More students will not be envolled.
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o The DOE will facilitate the establishment of an oversight committee, nchuding the principals
of hoth X 144 and Sports Professions, the Local Instructional Superintendent, yourself, and the
captain of the local police precinet. If the oversight comrmittee believes other representatives
will be helpful, they can of course be included. The goal of the commitiee will be to assure
good school-community relations, patticularly to develop strategies to assure that students
moving to ot from school are ot disruptive far the nei chborhood: we suggest the group meet
at least once a quatier.

o In addition, the DOE is pursuing the possibility of opening the X144 gym in the evenings, on

weekends, and over the swamer, to allow for community use of the facility during designated

hours and with supervision. We do not yet have a final resolubion, but I will update you when
we gei final resolution on this access.

I recognize that locating Sports Professions at the X144 play yard is not the result that you or the
Association supported. Maintaining and sustaining the Sports Professions High School until the
completion of its permanent facility is a priovity for the Department, and we do not have other feasible
alternatives. That said, I appreciete the spirt in which we worked together 10 pursue other alternatives,
and believe that through continued collaboration we can assure that this temporary arrangenent canses
minimal disraption to your community. To the extent there are other issues fnvolving the schools, we
are comunitted to trying to resolve them: please let me know and we will try to address them in an

expeditious way.

Garth Harres -
CEO, Office of New Schools
NYC Department of Education

Ce: James Vacea, City Councitman
Teff Klein, State Senator
Naowy Rivera, State Assemblywornan
Jotm Fratta, Commmunity Poard President
Carl Heastie, State Agsemblyman
Laura Rodriguez, Superintendent
Jose Ruiz, Deputy Superintendent
Sharon Greenberger, SCA President
Terrence Tolbert, DOE Intergovernmental Aflairs
Erin Stevens, DOE Intergovernmental Alfairs
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